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Varietals on View

A good wine collection is not just a part of a

connoisseur’s lifestyle—it looks great in storage, too.

Written by Lisa Waterman Gray | Photos by Brynn Burns

ilders are setting aside dedicated
ecent Parade of Homes Tour

(HBA) of Greater Kansas City.
¢ without seating, wine rooms can
0 appreciate the

ine rooms are today’s must-have amenity. Bu

hese rooms of racks,asseenonar
sponsored by the Home Builders Association

8@marciknoffinteriors

@@Mpiarchitects From compact closets to dedicated glass‘walled rooms, with 0
be customized to suitany design style or size of collection, allowing homeowners t

ration process of premium wines.

and corks first paired up

e does not require aging for

le, as their texture, flavor an

while others benefit from decades of

space for t

in the 1600s, wine storage began in earnest.

optimal flavor, other vintages transform
d aroma evolve. Some vintages achieve

storage-

slow matu
When glass wine bottles

Although most of today’s win:
withi
peak flavor within se

ncreased time in the bott!
veral years,




ellrs, a wine cooling system |
; pful. In an active storage Bre:
device typically maintains th,

e

awhile providing a good vapor barri
_ hould store well in any area ofr::r.

as it is away from direct sunli he
ases, installing @ dedicated h“mid~gf- t.
ary to produce the freshest winesI it
evels between 70 and 80 percent %

E AND FUNCTION

lg’wer level of this Prairie Village ho
g t), a fully equipped entertainment ame
: the homeowners down to enjoy a colorrfe al
se,f,.garga?,‘barand wine room. A floor-to-ceili :
g;a;?dgo(seals off 350 bottles of wine. e
“Th :iocation of this basement wine ro
needto be close to the dedicated cooling u °""
gxplams interior designer Marci Knoff. “wge =
ashower glass system with weather strippi i
keep cold airin.” R

This is probably the tenth wine room Marci
has designed in the last 10 years. “It's now a
co.mponent of half the projects I'm involved
with,” she says.

A wine consultant hired by the homeowners
created an initial design for this compact storage
space, then Marci reviewed her clients’ individual
before choosing cabinetry, lighting
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Visit, so | like to have a variety of wine offerings.”

Hidden in corner, an individual cooling
unit maintains a constant temperature of 55
degrees. The room’s location is tucked into the
earth, which assists in maintaining an even
temperature. In addition, the entire house has
good air conditioning and humidity control.

“All of us need things in life to provide a respite
from the pace of the world, a reminder to slow
down a little bit,” the homeowner notes. “Wine
is a visual and a lifestyle reminder for me to
keep things in perspective. There’s something
quieting and calming about taking the time to

have a glass of wine.” 0

The vertical supports were laser-measured and hand-screwed in place.
“When you step away, you only see wine,” the homeowner says.
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info@ cellarratwine.com

e1,200 wines from all around the World,
~ including hard to find imports.
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